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TO  WHICH  IS  APPENDED  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Public  Health  Department, 
Stapeley  House, 
Stapeley, 
Nantwich. 


23rd  July,  1970. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Nantwich  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


The  Report  has  been  prepared  in  a  similar  form  to  those  of  pre¬ 
vious  years.  As  it  covers  a  year  during  which  I  was  not  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  comments. 


I  remain, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


D.  G.  CRAWSHAW, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Chairman:  Councillor  D.  C.  Crowther 
Vice-Chairman:  Councillor  W.  Hulme 


Councillors:  H.  T.  Bonell 
S.  H.  Bourne 
F.  E.  Charlesworth 
H.  Cookson 
S.  L.  Dutton 
J.  D.  Goodwin 
W.  E.  Holmes 
A.  J.  Huntbach 
C.  W.  Jones 


T.  Jones 
Mrs.  L.  O.  Potter 
E.  A.  Richardson 
J.  Richardson 
J.  A.  Sadler 
T.  Steele 

Mrs.  M.  Milnes  Walker 
H.  Walmsley 
W.  G.  Young 


COUNCIL  REPRESENTATIVES  ON  THE  NANTWICH 
DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Councillor  W.  T.  Charlesworth 
Councillor  J.  Dulson 
Councillor  E.  S,  Dutton 
Councillor  Mrs.  J.  E.  Hill 
Councillor  C.  W.  Jones 


Councillor  Miss  E.  M.  Nield 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Milnes 

Walker 

Councillor  J.  H.  Williams 
Councillor  W.  G.  A.  York 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Dr.  R.  Kenneth  Hay,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector:  John  S.  Townley,  M.A.P.H.I., 

M.Inst.  P.C. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector:  John  Craven,  M.A.P.H.I., 

Cert.  I.  of  Housing. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  Malcolm  B.  Elliott, 

M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  Kenneth  M.  Jones,  Cert. 

P.H.I.E.B. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  L.  Peter  Boardman, 

Cert.  P.H.I.E.B. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  James  H.  Bruce,  M.A.P.H.I. 
Cleansing  Inspector:  Frederick  C.  Morgan. 

Clerical  Assistant/Shorthand  Typist:  Miss  Wendy  E.  Peacock. 
Male  Trainee:  John  N.  Foster. 

Clerk:  Benjamin  A.  Reinhardt. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Area  (in  acres) 

Population 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  value 

Estimated  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


100,885 
34,200 
11,701 
...  £1,086,462 
£4,380 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
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Live  Births 
Still  Births 


253 

1 


250 

1 


3 


260 

5 


250 

5 


10 


Deaths  of  Infants: 

Under  1  year  of  age  5 

Under  4  weeks  of  age  4 

Under  1  week  of  age  4 

Deaths  at  all  Ages  190 


5 

4 

4 


1 

1 

169 


1 

1 


Livebirths  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Illegitimate  livebirths  as  percentage  of  all  livebirths  ...  3 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  ...  12 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  live¬ 
births)  .  12 


Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 

livebirths)  .  10 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  1  week  per 

1,000  livebirths)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths) .  19 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  (all  ages) 

4 


11.6 


ROAD  ACCIDENTS  AND  CASUALTIES 


The  Road  Safety  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
particulars:  1968  1969 

Total  number  of  accidents  ...  ...  300  192 


Persons  Killed 

Children  under  5  years  . . . 
Children  aged  5  to  15  years 
Persons  over  15  years 


2 

12  12 


12  14 


The  above  figures  include  the  following: — 

Persons  who  reside  in  the  Rural  District  of 

Nantwich  7  4 

Persons  who  reside  outside  the  Rural  District 

of  Nantwich  5  10 


Persons  Injured 

Children  under  5  years  (serious) 
Children  under  5  years  (slight) 
Children  5  to  15  years  (serious) 
Children  5  to  15  years  (slight) 
Persons  over  15  years  (serious) 
Persons  over  15  years  (slight) 


12  14 


2 

2 

3 

12 

56 

163 


1 

3 

8 

19 

72 

194 


238  297 
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WEATHER  CONDITIONS 


The  following  weather  conditions  for  the  year,  have  been  supplied 

by  the  Principal  of  the  Cheshire  College  of  Agriculture,  Reaseheath, 

Nantwich: —  .  1n.n 

Climatic  Data — 1969 


Rainfall  in  Air  Temp,  in  degrees  C.  and  F. 

Month  mm/inches  Minimum  Maximum 


°C 

°F 

°C 

op 

January 

51.5 

1.99 

—  6 

21 

12 

54 

February 

65.0 

2.55 

—18  - 

—  1 

8 

47 

March 

44.4 

1.77 

—  7 

20 

14 

58 

April 

57.1 

2.25 

—  5 

23 

20 

68 

May 

211.4 

8.25 

—  1 

30 

20 

69 

June 

23.75 

0.94 

1 

34 

24 

75 

July 

42.4 

1.68 

5 

41 

29 

84 

August 

65.71 

2.595 

5 

41 

27 

80 

September  . . . 

31.88 

1.33 

1 

33 

23 

73 

October 

16.1 

0.625 

3 

38 

22 

72 

November  . . . 

157.51 

6.205 

—  5 

22 

16 

61 

December  . . . 

67.7 

2.83 

—  9 

17 

10 

51 

Total  rainfall  834.45  mm  33.015  inches 
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TABLE  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Cause  of  death 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  . . . 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx  . . . 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasms,  Uterus  . . . 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  . . . 
Leukaemia 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 
Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 
Diabetes  Mellitus 
Other  Endocrine,  etc.,  Diseases  ... 
Anaemias  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood,  etc. 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 
Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 
Hypertensive  Disease 
Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 
Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  ... 
Cerebrovascular  Disease  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Peptic  Ulcer 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Other  Disease,  Genito-Urinary  System 
Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 
Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 
Congenital  Anomalies  ... 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

Symptoms  and  Ill-defined  Conditions 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries 


Male 

1 


3 

3 

1 

15 


1 

1 

10 

3 

1 


2 

1 

3 

61 

12 

26 

3 

4 
10 

3 

3 

1 


2 

1 


2 

2 

6 

4 

4 

1 


Female 

1 

1 

2 

12 

1 

6 

3 

2 

9 

1 

8 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 
23 
16 
28 

8 

1 

11 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 


7 

5 

1 

1 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  .  190  169 
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LABORATORY  SERVICES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Chester  accepts  samples  of 
water  and  ice-cream  and  other  foods  for  analysis  and  the  arrangements 
introduced  with  the  Group  Laboratory  of  the  South  Cheshire  Hospital 
Management  Committee  in  1956,  for  accepting  other  bacteriological 
specimens  continues,  and  the  service  given  is  much  appreciated. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  water  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Analyst 
to  whom  a  fee  is  payable. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


The  Divisional  Health  Committee  relinquished  control  of  this  ser¬ 
vice  in  February,  1961.  With  the  use  of  radio  control  the  service  is 
now  operated  centrally  at  County  Level,  with  vehicles  and  personnel 
based  at  Crewe.  Local  requests  for  ambulance  transport  are  accepted 
at  the  Ambulance  Depot.,  Badger  Avenue,  Crewe.  Telephone  No. 
Crewe  2030  and  2122. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  this  area. 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and 

Whooping  Cough  Smallpox 

Immunisation  Vaccination 


Year  of  Immunisation 

Primary 

Re- 

Primary 

Re- 

and  Vaccination 

Immunisation 

Immunisation 

Vaccination 

Vaccination 

1965 

598 

300 

227 

22 

1966 

443 

312 

229 

38 

1967 

619 

445 

227 

36 

1968 

483 

436 

319 

13 

1969 

262 

320 

264 

19 

In  1969  278  children  in  the  area  received  a  primary  course  of  immu¬ 
nisation  against  poliomyelitis  and  428  children  received  re-inforcing 
doses. 

338  children  received  vaccination  against  measles. 

HOSPITALS 

General  hospitals  at  Crewe,  Nantwich,  and  Hartshill  in  Stafford¬ 
shire,  serve  the  Rural  District,  with  the  old  Isolation  Hospital  now 
known  as  Alvaston  being  available  for  convalescent  cases. 

Patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  in  the  Rural  Area  are 
accepted  at  the  Crewe  Isolation  Hospital,  which  has  met  all  needs 
during  the  year. 

The  Maternity  Hospital  at  Linden  Grange,  Crewe,  and  the  Mater¬ 
nity  wards  at  the  Barony  Hospital,  Nantwich,  continued  to  serve 
the  Rural  District. 

Hospitalisation  of  tuberculous  patients  is  at  Hefferston  Grange 
within  the  County  of  Cheshire. 
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MILK  SUPPLIES— BRUCELLA  ABORTUS 

The  following  table  has  been  supplied  by  the  County  Medical 


Officer  of  Health,  whose  department  undertakes  the  sampling  in  con- 


nection  with  Brucella  Abortus. 

Total 

Number 

Brucella 

Submitted 

Positive 

Bulk  Samples 

5 

— 

Dealer  Samples 

32 

— 

Individual  Cow  Samples 

23 

1 

Total  60 

1 

In  cases  where  individual  cow  samples  proved  positive  on  Brucella 
Cultural  Examination  notices  are  served  requiring  that  the  milk  from 
the  offending  animals  shall  not  be  sold  for  human  consumption  or  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  products  for  human  consumption  unless  it  has 
been  treated,  or  in  the  case  of  a  sale  is  sold  subject  to  it  being  treated 
before  consumption,  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  that  it  may  with  safety  be 
so  disposed  of. 


THE  LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS, 
1963. 

There  are  no  Egg  Pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Council  is  a  constituent  member  of  the  Mid  Cheshire  Water 
Board,  which  maintains  a  satisfactory  and  adequate  supply  of  mains 
water  throughout  the  wffiole  district. 

The  Board  forwards  copies  of  sample  results  to  the  local  authority 
for  information  and  the  Council  only  takes  samples  from  the  few  pri¬ 
vate  supplies  remaining  in  the  district. 

53  parishes  are  completely  provided  with  mains  water  and  of  the 
remaining  16  parishes,  12  parishes  have  only  one  property  without 
mains  water,  two  have  two  properties  and  two,  Peckf orton  and  Wetten- 
hall,  have  seven  and  two  properties  respectively  on  an  estate  supply. 

There  are  no  residential  properties  known  to  be  obtaining  water 
from  standpipes,  other  than  the  occasional  caravan  sites. 

The  position  excluding  estate  supplies  at  the  end  of  1969  is  sum¬ 
marised  as  follows: — 

Bad  private  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Suspicious  private  supplies  ...  ...  ...  1 

Satisfactory  private  supplies  ...  ...  ...  5 

There  were  12  samples  taken  during  the  year,  10  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  3  proving  satisfactory  and  7  unsatisfactory 
and  2  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis,  1  being  satisfactory  and  1  un¬ 
satisfactory.  All  occupiers  of  premises  with  a  bad  or  suspicious  supply 
have  been  notified  to  boil  all  water  intended  for  domestic  purposes. 
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MORTUARY  FACILITIES 

The  arrangements  made  with  the  South  Cheshire  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee  for  the  use  of  the  mortuary  at  the  Barony  Hospital, 
Nantwich,  have  worked  satisfactorily  and  continued  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  Rural  District. 

DISINFECTION 

Terminal  disinfection  is  carried  out  at  homes  of  patients  suffering 
from  infectious  diseases,  as  and  when  required.  Arrangements  for  the 
steam  disinfection  of  bedding  and  clothing,  etc.,  are  made  with  the 
South  Cheshire  Hospital  Management  Committee,  the  work  being 
carried  out  at  the  Crewe  Isolation  Hospital.  No  such  action  was  neces¬ 
sary  during  the  year. 

CARAVAN  SITES 

Under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960, 
licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  11  caravans.  Such  approvals  are  con¬ 
ditional  and  have  a  limited  period. 

The  Council  instituted  proceedings  in  respect  of  non-compliance 
with  conditions  at  a  site  at  Church  Minshull  and  obtained  a  conviction. 
The  owners  have  since  submitted  plans  for  the  complete  redevelopment 
of  this  site  and  accordingly  all  the  existing  caravans  will  eventually  be 
removed. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

The  close  liaison  between  the  Council,  the  Divisional  Health  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  Local  Health  Authority,  and  the  County  Welfare  Depart¬ 
ment  continued  to  make  it  possible  to  administer  Section  47  without 
legal  proceedings.  In  many  cases,  the  provision  of  a  Home  Help  made 
it  possible  for  aged  persons  to  continue  residence  in  their  own  homes 
and  in  their  own  familiar  environment. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  AND  OTHER  INSECT  PESTS 

No  Council  or  private  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed 
bugs  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  which  deals  with 
this  matter  is  attached  hereto. 

SCHOOLS 

No  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  as  a  result  of  infectious 
diseases  or  epidemics. 

NUTRITION 

No  action  under  this  heading  has  been  taken  by  this  Council,  and 
the  Welfare  Centres  at  Audlem,  Bunbury,  Haslington,  Shavington, 
Wistaston  and  WTrenbury,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Divisional 
Health  Committee  have  continued  to  do  valuable  work  in  this  respect. 

SHELL-FISH 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  in  this  district. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  SHOWING  INCIDENCE 
OF  CASES  IN  VARIOUS  AGE  GROUPS  AMONG  CIVILIANS 


bO 

< 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Infective  Jaundice 

Food  Poisoning 

Tuberculosis 

TOTALS 

Under  1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4— 

2 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

6 

5— 

2 

17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19 

10— 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

15— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20— 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 

35— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

45— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

65  + 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Unknown — 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

10 

24 

1 

1 

3 

2 

41 

TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED  (including  Inward  Transfers)  and 

MORTALITY  DURING  1969 


Age  Periods 

0 

1— 

5— 

15— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65  and  upwards 


New  Cases  and  Transfers 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


Deaths 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 


M.  F.  M.  F. 


2 


2 


Total  Cases:  3  Deaths:  2  Inward  Transfers:  1 
Number  of  Cases  remaining  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1969: 

Males  Females 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

22  5  13  4 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  provides  the  following  information  with 
respect  to  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  and  Housing  : — 

Main  Village  Schemes 

1.  The  laying  of  sewers  and  construction  of  the  new  sewage  disposal 
works  to  serve  the  parishes  of  Bunbury  and  Spurstow  continued 
throughout  the  year,  although  bad  ground  conditions  hampered 
progress. 

2.  Work  proceeded  on  the  construction  of  sewers  to  serve  the  parishes 
of  Hough  and  Weston,  including  the  construction  of  the  pumping 
station  at  Weston. 

3.  Negotiations  proceeded  with  the  preliminary  work  required  for  the 
main  drainage  scheme  to  serve  Wrenbury  and  District. 

4.  A  scheme  has  been  prepared  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  sewer 
existing  and  proposed  properties  in  Nursery  Road,  Alsager.  This 
scheme  includes  a  small  pumping  station  to  discharge  into  the 
sewer  in  Close  Lane,  Alsager.  The  Nantwich  Rural  District  Council 
scheme  is  dependent  on  the  completion  of  the  scheme  of  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  now  in  progress  by  Alsager  Urban  District 
Council. 

5.  The  Council’s  Consultants  continued  consideration  of  proposals  to 
deal  with  the  overloading  of  the  Council’s  main  sewage  treatment 
works  at  Wistaston  and  Haslington,  and  the  provision  of  a  relief 
sewer  for  Shavington. 

6.  A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  the  main  drainage  of  35  properties 
on  the  Newcastle  Road  in  the  parish  of  Wybunbury  and  has  been 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for 
approval. 

Closet  Conversion 

The  Council  continued  to  make  progress  towards  the  conversion  of 
pail  closets  where  the  public  sewer  became  available,  and  also  where 
owners  were  prepared  to  install  septic  tank  drainage.  A  total  of  £480 
was  paid  towards  nine  such  conversions. 

HOUSING 

During  1969,  264  dwellings  were  completed  by  private  enterprise 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  252  were  under  construction. 

The  Council  completed  the  construction  of  10  dwellings  at  Wardle. 

Improvement  Grants  continued  to  be  dealt  with  and  during  the 
year  Discretionary  Grants  covering  6  properties  and  amounting  to 
£2,133  were  paid.  Standard  Grants  covering  42  properties  and  amount¬ 
ing  to  £7,318  were  paid. 


12 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1969 


Public  Health  Department, 
Stapeley  House, 
Stapeley, 
Nantwich. 

21st  July,  1970. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Nantwich  Rural  District  Council. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  will  be  realised  that  there  has  been  a  rapid  increase  in  the  number 
of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  over  the  past  few  years  with  a  conse  - 
quent  increase  in  the  population,  which  has  affected  both  the  adminis  - 
tration  and  technical  services  of  the  Council,  and  strained  the  resources 
of  the  Public  Health  Department,  particularly  from  the  Public  Cleans  - 
ing  point  of  view. 

The  more  intensive  use  of  the  9  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  has 
resulted  in  the  average  annual  figures  for  animals  slaughtered  over  the 
past  few  years  being  almost  doubled  with  further  pressure  on  this  sec  - 
tion  of  the  work  of  the  department. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  over -spill  of  population  from  urban  into 
rural  communities  creates  many  problems.  People  who  have  been 
brought  up  in  rural  surroundings  accept  the  country  codes  of  living 
more  easily  than  our  new  friends  from  the  towns,  who  at  times  find  it 
hard  to  reconcile  themselves  to  the  crude  normal  agricultural  pursuits 
they  find  around  them.  Some  also  find  it  difficult,  to  accept  a  fortnightly 
collection  of  household  refuse,  which  should  be  preferred,  when  it  is  on 
a  regular  basis,  to  a  weekly  one  which  is  more  often  not.  The  greatest 
shock  comes  to  those  who  find  themselves  without  adequate  sewage 
disposal  facilities,  which  occurs  when  the  septic  tank  first  requires  atten¬ 
tion. 

Whilst  the  Council  endeavours  to  raise  the  standard  of  public  health 
amenities  it  is  hoped  our  new  neighbours  will  soon  learn  to  accept  the 
rural  conditions  into  which  they  have  moved,  and  in  time  realise  the 
pleasures  and  advantages  of  their  new  surroundings. 

The  Public  Health  Department  is  doing  its  best  to  assist  as  far  as 
facilities  are  available,  and  the  law  permits,  to  reduce  the  alleged  incon¬ 
veniences  of  country  life  to  a  minimum,  at  the  same  time  not  forgetting 
those  who  have  always  lived  with  it  and  also  deserve  the  highest  pos  - 
sible  standards  of  enviromental  amenities. 

One  Public  Health  Inspector  had  to  be  replaced  during  the  year, 
along  with  both  members  of  the  office  staff,  the  latter  causing  some 
disruption  in  the  management  of  the  Department. 
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INSPECTIONS 


The  following  tabular  statement  sets  out  the 
of  inspections  made  during  the  year  : — 

number  and 

nature 

Meat  Inspection 

3309 

Housing 

298 

Public  Health  Act 

927 

Poultry  Establishments 

195 

Rodent  Control 

256 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  ... 

17 

Caravan  Sites 

5 

Clean  Air  Act 

19 

Slaughterhouses 

27 

Food  and  Drugs 

•  •  • 

406 

Water  Supplies 

35 

Infectious  Diseases 

57 

Refuse  Disposal  Sites 

•  •  • 

98 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  ... 

161 

Factories 

161 

Milk  and  Dairies  ... 

37 

Hawkers 

65 

Noise  Abatement  ... 

7 

Civic  Amenities  Act 

4 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  ... 

2 

Other  Visits 

. . . 

86 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Public  Health  Acts: 

TOTAL 

6172 

Informal  notices  served 

22 

Statutory  notices  served 

2 

Notices  complied  with 

Food  Hygiene: 

19 

Notices  served 

22 

Complied  with 

Slaughterhouses : 

19 

Notices  served 

10 

Complied  with 

Hawkers: 

7 

Notices  served 

15 

Complied  with 

Factories: 

4 

Notices  served 

14 

Complied  with  . 

Housing: 

12 

Notices  to  appear  ... 

8 

Demolition  Oders  ... 

10 

Undertakings  accepted 

1 

14 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


All  necessary  enquiries  and  investigations  into  cases  notified  to  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  were  made,  and  appropriate  action  taken. 

There  were  38  specimens  taken  in  connection  with  16  cases  of  sus¬ 
pected  food  poisoning.  Two  cases  were  found  to  be  positive  salmonella 
typhimurium  involving  twenty  specimens  of  which  nine  were  positive. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  such  premises  in  use  in  this  district. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

There  were  13  annual  contracts  for  the  treatment  of  business  premises 
renewed  during  the  year.  The  premises  concerned  were  supervised  and 
treated  as  required  along  with  the  Council’s  Sewage  Works,  Pumping 
Stations  and  Refuse  Disposal  sites,  involving  482  visits  by  the  Rodent 
Operator. 

Search  for  rodent  infestations  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  during  the  normal  course  of  their  inspection  duties,  and 
reports  of  infestations  by  householders  and  others  are  investigated  and 
advice  on  treatment  given  when  necessary. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

This  service  has  been  subjected  to  many  increases  in  costs  of  both 
labour  and  transport  during  the  year  under  review,  making  it  almost 
impossible  to  keep  within  estimates  or  forecast  with  accuracy  what  the 
position  will  be  12  months  ahead. 

In  spite  of  the  depression  in  the  building  industry  there  has  been  a 
steady  increase  in  the  number  of  new  houses  throughout  this  area  with 
a  consequent  additional  strain  on  the  refuse  collection  and  disposal 
services. 

The  ever  increasing  cost  of  transport  arising  from  the  rise  in  prices 
of  new  vehicles,  and  spares,  allied  with  the  stringent  demands  of  fresh 
transport  legislation  have  seriously  affected  all  sections  of  the  council’s 
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services  and  particularly  the  Public  Cleansing  Service.  It  is  quite  evi¬ 
dent  that  we  would  not  have  been  able  to  have  met  all  our  future  com¬ 
mitments  without  the  new  depot  facilities  which  were  completed  this 
year. 

Refuse  disposal  facilities  for  the  future  have  still  to  be  solved  and  there 
seems  little  likelihood  of  the  Nantwich  Urban  District  and  ourselves 
being  able  to  provide  a  joint  refuse  disposal  works,  as  it  would  seem 
that  other  Local  Authorities  in  this  part  of  the  county  are  also  faced 
with  the  same  uncertainty,  and  the  whole  position  has  been  further 
complicated  by  the  proposals  of  the  Maud  Report.  This  Council  was 
put  into  Group  No.  18  of  the  “Standing  Conference  of  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  in  the  North  West,”  along  with  the  Boroughs  of  Crewe  and  Congle- 
ton,  the  Urban  Districts  of  Alsager,  Nantwich,  Sandbach  and  the  Rural 
District  of  Congleton,  and  one  meeting  was  actually  held  early  in  the 
year  from  which  it  transpired  that  all  the  Authorities  concerned  would 
be  faced  with  disposal  problems  in  the  future.  Further  discussion  was 
deferred  pending  the  Maud  Report  which  now  seems  to  have  brought 
to  the  fore  more  serious  and  urgent  problems  for  the  Authorities  con¬ 
cerned.  It  is  hoped  that  we  will  have  secured  the  disposal  facilities  so 
far  as  the  immediate  future  is  concerned  by  tire  aquisition  of  the  clay 
pit  adjacent  to  Tweedale  Farm  at  Wardle,  which,  coupled  with  the 
additional  tipping  space  being  made  available  on  other  existing  sites  by 
our  earth  moving  machine,  should  provide  a  further  breathing  space. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  results  produced  by  the  earth  moving 
machine,  by  finishing  tips  off  better,  has  encouraged  more  farmers  and 
land  owners  to  make  available  short  term  tipping  facilities  by  the  filling 
of  pits  and  land  improvement  generally.  Wherever  possible  topcover  is 
conserved  on  the  site,  and  it  has  been  found  possible  to  make  good  use 
of  sewage  works  sludge  as  final  covering  material,  which  also  assists 
the  Engineer  by  relieving  conjestion  of  this  material  at  the  sewage 
works. 


1 


V  ) 


AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 
PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1956 

No  special  action  became  necessary  under  this  Act  during  the  year 
which  it  is  believed  is  being  reasonably  met  so  far  as  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  are  concerned.  In  most  cases  internal  sanitation  has  been 
provided  in  the  farmhouses,  leaving  the  original  facilities  outside  avail¬ 
able  for  staff  use  where  required. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  table  forwarded  by  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  for  the  guidance  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  preparing 
that  part  of  their  Annual  Report  which  relates  to  factories: — 


Part  I  of  the  Act 

1 — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises  No.  on 

Register 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  9 


NUMBER  OF 
Inspec-  Written  Occupiers 

tions  Notices  Prosecuted 


13  5 


(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  129  131 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’ 

premises)  11  17 


9 


TOTAL  149  161  14 


2 — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found.  (If  defects  are  discovered 
at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should 
be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”). 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  Number  of 

were  found  cases  in 

Referred  which 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  prosecutions 
Particulars  Found  Remedied  Insp.  Insp.  were  instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l)  3 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (S3) 

Inadequate  ventil¬ 
ation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S. 6) 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  4 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including  off¬ 
ences  relating  to 

Outwork)  5 


3 


4  -  1 


5  3 


TOTAL  12  12  3  1 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act — Outwork. 


Section  133 


Section  134 


M 

lx 

O 

£ 


4) 

lx 

3 

X 

z 


<u 

lx 

o 

£ 

I 

4X 

3 

O 


O 

£ 


c 

o 

•IX 

tr,  C/0 

••X  "1 

XX  XI  ^ 

CO 

3.T) 

bO  <U  f-H 

P  .JH  W 
< 

u  m 


(1) 

Wearing  )  Making 
apparel  )  etc. 


.s  a 

(2) 


7 


•S  c 

T3  5 

C  o 

c->  CJ 

CO 

CO  a/ 

cj  C  x 

O  w 

3  o 

Op*-1 
•  c3  co 


co 

4/ 

co 


H  r  CU 

Z  X) 


<u  CO 


(3) 


CO 

3 
O 
•  ^ 
+-J 

3 

u 

<u 

co 

o 

lx 


a 

a 

3 

CO 


a  p 

MX  •  X 

O  c« 

>4X 

•  CO 

O  «x  *-• 

*4  o  .52 


(4) 


Hx 

O  , 

CO  « 

0/  o 

«  £.2 
S  S  6 

<u 

lx 


O  O 
£  £ 


co 

<u 


C  3 


•S  c. 


X  4/ 

u  B 

o 

00 


(5) 


T3 

1/ 

> 

lx 

4> 

CO 

CO 

0/ 

u 

♦X 

o 

£ 


(6) 


co 

c 

,2 

X 

3 

u 

c 

co 

O 


(7) 


18 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

Informal  action  continued  as  required,  with  industrial  concerns  co¬ 
operating  with  the  Council’s  Officials  to  ensure  the  prevention  of 
smoke  nuisances. 

There  is  still  no  decision  by  the  Minister  with  respect  to  the  Smoke 
Control  Order  at  Wistaston  and  Woolstanwood,  which  was  submitted 
in  December  1962,  and  is  ccmphmentary  with  the  Borough  of  Crewe 
No.  1  Order. 


HOUSING 


The  following  is  an  assessment  of  the  work  of  the  department 
throughout  the  year  : — 


1.  Houses  dealt  with  without  service  of  formal  notice: 

Made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Demolished  ... 

2.  Statutory  Action  under  Public  Health  Act: 

Notices  served 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  ... 

3.  Action  under  Housing  Acts: 

Demolition  Orders  made  ... 

Houses  demolished  ... 

Undertakings  accepted 
Closing  Orders  made 
Houses  Closed 

Houses  made  fit 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  was  as  follows : 
Families  awaiting  rehousing 
Houses  vacant  awaiting  demolition 
Houses  to  be  made  fit 

4.  Action  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957: 


9 

0 

2 

2 

10 

7 

1 

0 

1 

4 

32 

33 
1 


Clearance  Areas 

The  Stafford  Street,  Audlem,  Clearance  Order,  1967  and  the  Staf¬ 
ford  Street,  Audlem,  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1967  both  contained 
five  houses  and  in  each  case  three  remained  in  occupation  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Suppliers 

There  were  40  Distributors  of  Milk  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Hawkers 

There  were  61  visits  made  with  respect  to  Hawkers  of  Food  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  a  total  of  58  remained  on  the  Register  under  Section 
114  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council  Act,  1953. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  food  premises  subject  to 
the  Regulations,  the  requirements  of  which  are  being  very  well  complied 
with. 


Trade  or  Business 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  etc. 

TOTAL 

8 

School  Canteens 

32 

Factory,  Office  and  other  Canteens 

10 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

4 

Licensed  Premises 

59 

Bakehouses 

3 

General  Provisions 

103 

Butchers 

12 

Greengrocery 

2 

Chemists 

4 

Wet  Fish  . 

2 

Confectionery  ... 

3 

Poultry  Dressing  and  Plucking  Establishments 

8 

Sweets  and  Ice-cream  ... 

. . . 

11 

TOTAL 

261 

Details  of  weight  of  food  (other  than  meat  at  slaughterhouses)  con¬ 
demned  during  1969: 


Meat  at  retail  shops  and  schools  . . . 

Cwts. 

2 

lbs. 

9 

Canned  Meats 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

10 

Frozen  Foods 

•  •  •  , 

3 

54 

Other  Foods 

... 

59 

TOTAL 

6 

20 

Ice  -  cream 

Thirty  five  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  1969,  with  the 
following  results: 

Grade  I  II  III  IV 

Number  of  Samples  24  1  9  1 
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POULTRY  HYGIENE  AND  INSPECTION 


8  poultry  slaughtering  and/or  dressing  and  packing  establishments 
operate  in  the  area. 

A  general  oversight  of  the  inspection  of  poultry  carried  out  by  the 
trade  was  maintained.  In  this  connection,  together  with  inspections 
made  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulation,  195  visits  were 
made  during  1969. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  following  birds  were  handled  during  the  year: 

Turkeys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,600 


Ducks 

Geese 

Hens 

Broilers 

Capons 


520 

50 

1,304,350 

27,600 

12,000 


TOTAL  1,350,120 


It  is  estimated  that  2^%  -  1,356  cwt.  -  of  the  poultry  inspected  was 
rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


SLAUGHTERING  FACILITIES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  nine  private  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  continued  to 
operate  throughout  the  year.  The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  was 
88,503  compared  with  74,735  in  1968  and  47,053  in  1967.  The  maxi¬ 
mum  charges  allowed  for  inspection  under  the  Meat  Inspection  Regu  - 
lations,  1963  were  again  applied  in  all  cases  with  an  income  of 
£4,648  -  15s. -3d. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  animals  inspected  and  meat 
condemned: —  Cattle 

(Excl.  Cows)  Cows  Calves  Pigs  Sheep  Total 

Number  killed  5,928  13,746  27,120  10,383  31,326  88,503 
Number  not  inspected  ------ 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 


Whole  Carcases 


condemned 

43 

335 

416 

185 

221 

1,200 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

2,208 

11,870 

128 

1,116 

8,569 

23,891 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis  or  cys¬ 
ticerci 

38.0 

88.8 

2.0 

12.5 

28.1 

28.3 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

2 

2 

4 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1 

17 

40 

58 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
infected  with  tub¬ 
erculosis 

0.02 

0.14 

0.4  3 

0.C7 

Cysticerci  only 

Carcases  of  which 
some  pan  or  organ 
was  condemned . . . 

10 

20 

* 

30 

Carcases  submit¬ 
ted  to  refrigeration 

1 

• 

• 

• 

- 

1 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

1 

mm 

m 

■a 

1 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
infected  with  cys¬ 
ticerci  ... 

0.19 

0.15 

0.03 

The  estimated  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  (excluding  offal)  was 
208  tons,  4  cwt.,  43  lbs.  The  meat  which  is  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  is  either  sterilised  or  destroyed,  most  of  it  being  sold  by  the  slaugh¬ 
terhouse  occupiers  to  approved  establishments  for  processing.  At  1 
slaughterhouse  certain  glands  and  organs  together  with  suitable  con¬ 
demned  livers  are  allocated  for  pharmaceutical  purposes. 
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The  decline  of  tuberculosis  as  a  major  disease  in  food  animals  as  a 
result  of  the  Government’s  eradication  scheme  is  illustrated  in  the  fol- 


lowing  table  : — 

1955 

1957 

1960 

1963 

1966 

1969 

Animals  Affected 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

Cows 

Cattle  (excluding 

38.2 

32.0 

5.4 

0.6 

0.29 

0.13 

cows) 

All  animals  (inch 
calves,  pigs  and 

9.7 

9.6 

4.2 

0.05 

0.16 

0.02 

sheep)  ... 

4.6 

3.4 

1.3 

0.24 

0.22 

0.07 

During  1969,  61 

cows  and 

7  calves 

were 

consigned  to  slaughter- 

houses  under  the  Tuberculosis  (Slaughter  of  Reactors)  Order.  Of  these 
28  cows  were  found  to  be  affected  with  visible  lesions  of  tuberculosis. 
Any  animal  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  during  the  course  of 
inspection  is  notified  to  the  Ministry’s  Veterinary  Officers  who  endea¬ 
vour  to  trace  the  source  of  infection. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  by  the  Council  was  36. 

CANALS 

The  use  of  the  canals,  which  cross  the  area,  by  pleasure  boats  is 
increasing.  The  disposal  of  refuse  and  litter  is  always  a  problem,  but 
it  is  hoped  that  with  the  co-operation  of  the  British  Waterways  Board, 
it  will  be  kept  under  control. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADE 


There  is  still  only  one  in  the  area — a  tripe  boiler — which  continues 
to  operate  without  cause  for  complaint. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 


TABLE  A — Registrations  and  General  Inspections 

Number  of 

premises  Total 

Newly  number  of 

registered  registered 

during  the  premises  at 

Number  of 
registered 
premise* 
receiving  one 

or  more 

general 

inspections 

during  the 

Class  of  Premises 

year 

end  of  year 

year 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Offices 

- 

17 

13 

Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  shops  and 

1 

62 

62 

warehouses 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 

1 

1 

public,  canteens 

- 

18 

18 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

1 

99 

95 
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TABLE  B — Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
Premises — 161. 


TABLE  C — Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises 
by  (according  to)  Workplace. 

Number  of 


Persons 

Class  of  workplace  employed 

(1)  (2) 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Retail  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  ...  ...  30 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  ...  131 

Canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots  ...  ...  ...  2 

TOTAL  351 


Total  Males  131 

Total  Females  220 

The  area  administered  by  this  authority  is  mainly  agricultural,  closely 
allied  to  dairy  farming.  The  number  of  premises  registered  under  the 
above  Act  are  comparatively  small  and  are  linked  to  village  and  com¬ 
munity  life. 

In  general  each  premises  receives  a  number  of  inspections  yearly, 
these  are  usually  connected  with  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  or  Rodent 
Control  visits,  etc.,  although  a  main  inspection  under  the  Offices  & 
Shops  Act  is  carried  out  to  ensure  compliance  with  all  provisions  of 
that  Act. 

It  is  found  that  the  owners  of  business  premises  are  willing  to  co¬ 
operate  in  the  implementation  of  all  requirements  of  the  Acts,  but 
initially  difficulty  was  found  in  persuading  owners  to  provide  adequate 
guarding  for  inclined  food  slicing  machines,  but  with  the  help  of  the 
Factory  Inspectorate  these  difficulties  have  been  overcome. 

I  am 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  S.  TOWNLEY,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.Inst.  P.C. 
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